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Marcus Caelius Rufus – the Image of a Republican Politician in a Popular Literature 

(Summary) 

 The article is an example of a scientific reflection on the historical crime novels of 

Steven Saylor. The research is concentrated on a historical figure od Marcus Caelisu Rufus, 

whose appearance we can find in many novels of an American author. Despite the fictional 

plot and main character – detective Gordianus – many elements in the books is true according 

to historical facts. If we decide to give the way of describing Caelius by Saylor under our 

consideration and compare it with references of him in the remaining antic sources, we can 

draw a conclusion that Saylor’s knowledge of antiquity is incredible. It shows amazing skills 

of the novelist who can find and interpretate, without a mistake, any piece of information 

about Caelius. Saylor’s Caelius is nothing but a precise construction built of information 

which was collected by the writer. Furthermore, novelist’s Caelius is a proof of scientific 

skills of Saylor. It also shows that thesis that popular literature is missing epistemic value is 

misguided. 

 

 

KEYWORDS: novel; Saylor; Gordianus; Caelius; republic; Rome 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Sources 

Asconii Q. Pediani 1875: Orationum Ciceronis quinque enarratio (In Milonianam), rec. 

A. Kiessling et R. Schoell, Berolini. 

Cicero M. T.: Brutus with the English Translation by G.L. Hendrickson, London 1997. 

Cicero M. T.: Pro M. Caelio oratio. Third edition, edition with introduction and 

commentary by R. G. Austin, Oxford 1960. 

Cicero M. T.: Scripta quae manserunt omnia continens Epistularum ad Atticum libros 

sedecim, partis III, vol. II, rec. C.F.W. Mueller, Lipsiae 1917. 



   
 L

it
te

ra
 A

n
ti

q
u

a

w
 w

 w
 . 

l i
 t

 a
 n

 t
 . 

e
 u

„Littera Antiqua” 11 (2016) 

 

Cicero M. T.: Scripta quae manserunt omnia continens Pro Milone... partis III, vol.III, 

rec. C.F.W. Mueller, Lipsiae 1886. 

Cycero M. T.: Wybór listów, przeł. G. Pianko, oprac. M. Plezia, Wrocław 2004. 

Quintilianus M. F.: Institutionis oratoriae libri XII, ed. L. Rademacher, Lipsiae 1965. 

Tacitus C.: Opera minora, Dialogus de oratoribus, ed. H. Furneaux, London 1900. 

 

Secondary sources 

Clauss J. J. 1990: The Ignoble Consistency of M. Caelius Rufus, „Athenaeum” 78 

(1990), 531-40. 

Dziuba A. 2016a: Klodia Metelli. Literacki portret patrycjuszki, Lublin. 

Dziuba A. 2016b: The Effeminate Spartacus. The Rhetoric Description of Marc Antony 

in Cicero’s Philippics, in Marc. Antony. History and Tradition, ed. by D. Słapek, I. Łuć, 

Lublin, 185-95. 

 Jackson S. B. 1979: Marcus Caelius Rufus, „Hermathena” 126 (1979), 55-67. 

 Kumaniecki K. 1977: Literatura rzymska, okres cyceroński, Warszawa. 

Leeman 1963: Orationis ratio. The Stylistic Theories and Practice of the Roman 

Orators, Historians and Philosophers, vol. I-II, Amsterdam. 

Neudling Ch. L. 1955: A prosopography to Catullus, Iowa Studies in Classical 

Philology 12, London – Oxford. 

Piegdoń M. 2014: Krassus. Polityk niespełnionych ambicji, wyd. II uzupełnione 

i zmienione, Kraków. 

Saylor S. 2002a : Zagadka Katyliny, tł. J. Szczepański, Poznań. 

Saylor S. 2002b : Rzut Wenus, tł. J. Szczepański, Poznań. 

Saylor S. 2003: Morderstwo na Via Appia, tł. J. Szepański, Poznań. 

Saylor S. 2004: Mgliste proroctwa, tł. J. Szczepański, Poznań. 

 

 

 

Dr hab. Agnieszka Dziuba, prof. KUL (dziubak@kul.lublin.pl) – Katedra Filologii 

Łacińskiej, dyrektor IFK Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego Jana Pawła II. Obszar 

zainteresowań badawczych: deskrypcja bohatera historycznego okresu republiki rzymskiej 

w antycznych źródłach, epistolografia M.T. Cycerona, historiografia rzymska, polsko-

łacińska historiografia renesansowa, twórczość Marcina Kromera. 

 




